
The poverty and misery of those affected by the floods in Pakistan are truly a trial for 

those who have enough and more to meet their needs. Insulated from the day to day 

struggle of those who have li�le, I cannot help but think of the heavy responsibility and 

the accompanying accountability in the Herea�er which comes with our comfortable 

living.
Yes, most of us have may be fulfilling our religious obliga�ons, but are we prepared to go 

beyond it, par�cularly when our Muslim brothers and sisters have lost their homes and 

everything they possess and are dependent on others for their survival? Do we really feel 

that by performing our obligatory modes of worship we will get to Paradise, knowing fully 

well that many of the other things we do in our lives are offse�ng their rewards?
 Even our inten�ons behind our good deeds leave much to be desired, and are o�en 

mo�vated by factors other than to please Allah Alone. This is despite knowing that our 

Prophet (SAW) has said:  "The reward of deeds depends upon the inten�ons and every 

person will get the reward according to what he has intended.”(Bukhari)
So let us look at just some of our deeds, despite which we expect to get to Paradise. Most 

of the �me we pray mindlessly, not even aware of what we are saying in our prayer, 

despite knowing that prayer is the key to our success in the Herea�er and to Paradise. We 

have totally forgo�en that our Prophet (SAW) has said: “A person may offer a prayer, and 

nothing will be recorded of it for him except half of it, or a third of it, or a quarter…or a 

tenth.” Then there is another hadith by Ibn Abbas (RAA): “You will gain nothing from 

prayer except what you focus on.”  
We are not as modest and chaste as we should be, having become desensi�zed to what is 

Islamically unacceptable. We have forgo�en what the Quran says on the subject, as well 

as what our Prophet (SAW) said:  “The adultery of the eye is the looking (at something 

which is sinful to look at), and the adultery of the tongue is to u�er (what it is unlawful to 

u�er), and the inner self wishes and longs for (adultery) and the private parts turn that 

into reality or refrain from submi�ng to the tempta�on.”  (Bukhari)
Most of the �me, our tongue is out of control – busy, lying, backbi�ng, tale‐telling and 

hur�ng people's feelings, without even being conscious of what we are doing despite our 

Prophet (SAW) saying: “Do you know what most commonly brings people into Hell? It is 

the two hollow things: the mouth and the private parts."(Tirmidhi)
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We do not have the courage to enjoin good and forbid wrongdoing despite being 

reminded in the Quran, �me and �me again, of this par�cular duty. This, despite our 

Prophet (SAW) saying: "By Him in Whose hand my soul is, you must enjoin what is 

reputable and forbid what is disreputable, or Allah will certainly soon send punishment 

from Himself to you. Then you will make supplica�on and not receive an 

answer."(Tirmidhi)
The list of our disobedience to Allah's commands is so long that if it were not for Allah 

telling us that:  “Those things that are good remove those that are evil.” (Quran‐ 11:114) 

and “Then those whose balance (of good deeds) is heavy they will a�ain salva�on.” 

(Quran – 23:102), we would fall into u�er despair. In these verses is hope for us, that if we 

can offset our acts of uninten�onal disobedience, by really striving hard and doing those 

deeds which will please Allah (SWT), we have hope of ge�ng to Paradise. This involves 

stepping out of our comfort zone, and challenging ourselves to go beyond the perceived 

limits of our capabili�es and our rou�ne ac�vi�es.  We need to remind ourselves of what 

Allah (SWT) tells us in the Quran: “Or do you think that you shall enter the Garden (of 

Bliss) without such (trials) as came to those who passed away before you?  They 

encountered suffering and adversity and were so shaken in spirit that even the Apostle 

and those of faith who were with him cried: "When (will come) the help of Allah? Ah! 

Verily the help of Allah is (always) near!” (2:214) Allah (SWT) also tells us: “Did you think 

that you would enter heaven without Allah tes�ng those of you who fought hard (in His 

cause) and remained steadfast?”(3:142)
Yes indeed, we are overly op�mis�c in thinking that we can enjoy our comfortable lives 

and despite all our failings and our un‐Islamic behavior, s�ll go straight to Paradise. It is 

�me that we woke up to the fact that we have been sent to this world, not just for fun and 

play and to enjoy the good things of life, but for a purpose. It is �me that we focused on 

the purpose of our existence as told to us in the Quran: “That which is on earth, We have 

made but as a gli�ering show for the earth in order that We may test them as to which of 

them are best in conduct.” (18:7)  In the Quran we are also told: “He Who created Death 

and Life that He may try which of you is best in deed.” (67:2)
         Yet, most of us forget this, and think that enjoyment of the delights of this world ‐ our 

wealth and our children‐ are the purpose of our existence. We forget that Allah (SWT) 

tells us in the Quran: “Wealth and sons are allurements of the life of this world: but the 

things that endure, good deeds are best in the sight of your Lord as rewards and best as 

 



(the founda�on for) hopes.” (18:46) We are so worried about how we are being perceived 

by others that we do not hesitate to do acts of disobedience to Allah, despite Allah (SWT) 

telling us: “Whoever desires honor‐then to Allah belongs all honor..”(35:10)
         It is at such �mes, when we are being carried away by our love for all the worldly 

things that pull us away from striving as hard as we can in the cause of Allah that we 

should remember what we have been told in the Quran about the Day of Resurrec�on:  

“And no friend will ask a�er a friend, though they will be put in sight of each other. The 

sinner's desire will be:  would that he could redeem himself from the Penalty of that Day 

by (sacrificing) his children, his wife and his brother, his kindred who sheltered him and all 

that is on earth, so it could deliver him.” (70:10‐14)
         These are all sobering thoughts and worth giving a�en�on to, when we feel tempted 

to bury our head under the sand and pretend that we do not see the extent of the misery 

of other human beings around us. It is �me that we realized that extraordinary �mes call 

for extraordinary efforts and the normal efforts that we make are just not enough. The 

extent of our accountability in the Herea�er also depends on the circumstances. The 

present situa�on in Pakistan due to the floods where people have lost everything and 

have been le� homeless calls for extraordinary sacrifices of our �me, money and efforts. 

With a tragedy of such a magnitude right there under our very noses, no excuses to stay 

uninvolved will suffice. To not rise to the occasion is to court disaster. 
        Let us put in our best, and do this to please Allah (SWT) Alone, remembering that we 

are the ones who will ul�mately benefit in the Herea�er.  Let us remind ourselves of the 

good news that Allah (SWT) gives us in the Quran about those who strive in His cause: 

“Allah has purchased of the believers their persons and their good; for theirs (in return) is 

the garden (of Paradise).” (9:111) 
                 May Allah bestow upon us the resolve, energy and resources to strive in His 

Cause and may our deeds find acceptance with Him so Paradise can be ours.  Ameen                                           
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